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HE Author of the following Thais, 1 read in the 
Printed Votes of the Houſe of Commons, That ſeveral Papers, 


he preſumes, it is in order to forms forks Reſolution upon that 
important Affair. 

He obſerves with great Concern, how for the Clamours F certain ſelf- 
intereſſed Men, and very falſe Accounts, given by a Parcel of mercenary 


2 to the Trade in the Baltick, have been lately call d for, 


Seribblers, bave avail d, to incenſe this Nation againſt the Swedes ; 3 and 


he is juſtly apprehenſive of the ſad Conſeq uence⸗ his may occaſion. 


' There is Current Report of a Fleet's hon, order d from hence, 'as well | 


as from Holland, to the Baltick; not to Sweden, and prevent its 


utter Ruin, as that Kingdom has Reaſon to expect, from the moſt ſolenm 


and ſacred Treaties, that ever er ſubſiſted"between Nations; but to pro- 
| eff a Trade ruinous to it ſelf, and infinite \advantageoits to its Enemies" 
"What Truth there is in this Report, "the Tranſlator does not pretend to 
determine; be only "aims in general, to prevent, if poſſible, the engaging 
in any violent Meaſures, which, by undoing one of the Chief of the Pro- 
teſtant Powers, muſt unavoidably endanger the whole Proteſtant Intereſt. 
He is too well condinced of the Fuſtice and Humanity of "the Britiſh 


"Nation, as well as their Zeal for the "ſaid Intereſts, to apprehend their 


running into any Extreams' upon this Occaſion, when they are but onde 
throughly apprixed of the preſſmg and juſt Reaſons, that influence rhe 
preſent Conduct f Sweden, 

Tbeſe having been ſet forth at lives: in a Letter from a Gentleman 
at Dantzick, to his Friend at Amſterdam, publiſu d Taft Tear in Holland, 
"upon Arcount of to Proclamations, that were then newly iu by "the 
States General, concerning the aforeſaid Trade ; this Terre is n0w 1 
ted into Engliſh, = bere preſented to the Pabiick. 
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the Dutch are tax q itb, in this Telſer, may be apply d to whe Britiſh 
Nation. ? f „ Si %S 
Tbere are Treaties of the ſame Nature, and as binding, between'Great- 
Britain and Sweden, as any between that Kingdom and Holland. The 
defenfooc Alliance, concluded in the Year 1700, between King William, of 
Glorious Memory, and the preſent King of Sweden, contains the very ſame 
Promiſes and Stipalations with thoſe, the Swedes claim Performance 
from the Dutch; any Aſſiſtance afforded, directly or indirefly, to the Ene- 
mies of Sweden, is equally forbid. | | 8 3 
The Conduct of the Engliſh, in the former War with France, was the 
fame with that of the Dutch; they ananimouſly declared all the Coaſt of 
France block'd up; they brought up, without Diftin&ion, all Merchant 
Ships going thither, and coming from thence ;. inſomuch, that Sweden has 
Demand of 503957 Rixdollars, upon this Nation, on Account only of 
Ships thus ought up, and confiſcated, in the Tears 1691, 1692, 1693, 
MEATS: lh on RN 
There is great Cauſe to ſuſpect, that Self-Intereſt may ba ve ſeduc d ma- 
ny Perſons here, as well as in Holland, to furniſh the King of Sweden's 
Enemies, with Neceſſaries for ſupportize the War: At leaft, thas' much 
wuſt be acknowledged, that the Muſcovite Fleet conſiſts, chiefly, of Ships 
built and arm d here ; and, that at this very Time, there are Four or 
Five of 40 and 60 Guns in the River, only waiting for 4 fair Wind, 
and favourable Opportunity, to join the Czar's Het. 
Great Britain ſure, will, one Time or other, confeſs, how repugnant 
it was to ber true Intereſt, thus to increaſe the Czar Power by Sea; 
the 11th Article of ber Treaty, in 1661, with Sweden, ſhews, at leaſt, 
that it is contrary #0 expreſs Stipulations, and Agreements. EN fo 
- of ' what is "ggntained in the following Sheets, can be powerful enough _ 
to tale off the Odium, ſo undeſervedly. caſk upon 4 brave Proteſtant Peo- 
ple, ih their ſeoret and avowed. Enemies 5 thereby, the Britiſh Nation 
cas be perſuaded to look back to its antient Maxim, of Supporting Swe- 
den, and, upon mature-Conſideration, lay aſide the Thoughts of all violent 
Means; then the End of this Publication is ſufficiently anſwered. | 
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A Gentleman at Dantzick, to his Friend ata 


Amſterdam. 
A. | 


States eral, upon the Subje& of Commerce. and Navigation in 
the Balrick, together with your r 10en af the Swediſh Senates 


from the Swediſb Ports, now in Poſſeſſion of the Muſcevites.. But ſince you 
preſs me fo earneftly-for the Opinion of our ſaid Friends on this Occa on, 
they have at laſt given me Leave to comply with your Requeſt. 
_ Firſt, Let me premiſe, that you muſt not expect my Relations ſhould 
urſue the Order and Method of your Letter, nor repeat. all its Contents, 
— the Paſſages refer d to will readily occur to you. 0 


and almoſt overwhelmed by ſo many Enemies; when it wants and prays the 


Aſſiſtance of Holland, and when theſe Grievances are under the immediate 


Thought I had ſatisfyed you, in communicating co our common 
Frien TI two lite Proclamations of their High Mightineſſes the 


perſiſting to take and bring up all the Dureh Ships, that. go and come 


You are ſurpriʒ d, you ſay, that Sweden, (at a Time when it is aſſaulted, 


— 


Conlideration of Your Republick) ſhould render this good Diſpoſition in- 


og to their Sub- 
w 


effectual, by giving Leave to bring up all Ships belon 
eden, you fay, 


;jects, chat go and come from the above-mention'd Ports. 


perſeveres in this Courſe, notwithſtanding all the Remonſtrances of the. 


Dutch Miniſter reſiding at Sochholm, and with ſuch- Warmth, as if oper 
War had been declar d; inſomuch, that the States General, mov'd by the 


Loſſes of their . and deſirous to put an end to this great Inter- 
ary a Trade, have taken the vigorous Reſolution of .. 


liſhing che above mention d. Froclamat ions. : Lott 
FSFE 0 ron Woe 2, > AS10557 vo. dit IG 
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Thus your Letter ſers out: But we are till more furpriz'd here, that, 


at a Time, beg, by your own Confeſſion, the Kingdom of Sweden is 
doing irs Utmoſt towards its 'OWn Defence, your Republick ſhould Took 


on its Calamities with that Indifferency, as tho' ſhe had no Intereſt in 


preventing its Ruin. | 
Whatever you may think of the Matter, you are under the ſtrongeſt 


Tyes of Treaties, Alliances and Guaranties; and, (which is more) of 


' your own Intereſt, for its Support; and yet you act, as if you did the 
King of Sweden a ſpecial Favour, in not declaring openly for his Enemies. 
Trade, you ſay, is as the Apple of the Eye to youf Republick; 'tis 
' wounded gven with a Touch; this is very true, when Commerce in ge- 
neral 18.under{tond ; but the Saying can't „ e any Prapriety 
to a particular Trade, which, by contributing to the Gain only of a few 
private Men, muſt in the end furniſh the Muſcovites. with Means to run 
away with Trade from your Republick, and render it impracticable for 
the Time to come. 8 

Either you in Holland don't foreſee the dangerous Conſequences of this 
Trade, in the preſent Juncture; and conſequently believe it may well 
enough agree with your Intereſt, to let the Muſcovites poſſeſs a Sea - Port 
in the Baltic: Or, elſe you muſt allow, that the Meaſures taken, to ſup- 
port them by open Force, and the Heats and Animoſities raiſed againſt 
Sweden, and aggravated by the Two late Proclamations, are Steps hardly 
to be excuſed. | | 33 
Your: Friends here want to know, what need there was for prohibit- 
ing juſt now the Exportation of Arms, to any of the Powers engaged in 
the Northern War. Had not this Prohibition been already moſt, expreſly 
ſtipulated in the Treaty of Commerce with Sweden? And is it not poſi- 
tively promiſed therein, That you will not furniſh with Arms, Ge. any 
of the Enemies of that Nation? | :', © tn. 

If here you inſiſt upon this Treaty's being expired, you cannot deny 
at leaſt, that the Republick is in a moſt ſtrict manner allied to the King 
of Sweden by the Treaty ot 1700, confirmed by that of 1703; and that by, 
Virtue of this Alliance, She is not only forbid, in any manner directly 


or indirectly to aid his Swediſh Majeſty's Enemies, and conſequently, not to 


ſuffer Her Subjects to do it; but that She is alſo in expreſs Terms obliged 
to aſſiſt that Prince, © „%%% Few} ud got 

It -might have been [reaſonably expected, that you ſhould accordingly, 
long, ago have ſhew'd your Reſentment againſt thoſe, that acted contrary 
to theſe Treaties; but / inſtead of cauſing them to be duly executed, you 
now confound Sweden with its Enemies; for a Proclamations ſpeak with- 
out Diſtinction of the Powers engaged in the Northern War, and do e- 

qually prohibit the carrying any Arms or Ammunition to the Swedes, as 
well as to the Muſcovites. 1 


Pray how came the Republick thus free from her Engagements, which | 


however are ſo far from being any ways weaken'd, with reſpect to Sweden, 
that they are ſtill more binding, ſince the Peace concluded with France an 

How? Have you, after all this, a tolerable Pretence for ſtanding Neuter ? 
Your Prohibition, which intimates, as if you were under no greater Obligati- 


ons 
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om to the King of Sweden; than to the Cxar of Myſcory, affords' us biirros- 
much ground of Suſpicions, that your Republick woul have her Treaties 9 
ſerve no other Purpoſe, than her own, in binding down other Princes y 
alone. Beſides, they, that go about to explain this Prohibition, as made 
in favour of Sweden, would do well to conſider, that, let the Intention be 
never ſa good, yet the Antidote is much too weak for the Poiſon, and the 
Remedy comes after. Death. You ſeem to rouze, but it is when tbe 
Miſchief is already done: f ri: ks 

No body can be ignorant, how forward your Officers have been to liſt- 
' themſelves in the Czar of Muſcovy's Service. Numbers of the beſt Ship- 
wrights, and ableſt Workmen, are gone, to form his Navy, and to build 
his Ships and Galleys. And your Merchants, to ſhew their Zeal. have 
ſent to him, * their own Riſque, Neceſſaries for a conſiderable Fleet. 

Moreover, They have even cauſed Men of War to be built, fitted out, 
and armed, and all this under Pretence of Commerce, and to fetch Mer- 
chandizes; but in fact, to deliver the ſaid Ships to the Czar, purſuant to- 
previous Contracts. L won't ſo much as mention the ſeveral forts of Am- 
munition the. Muſcovites have been furniſh'd with, both by the Way of 
Arebangel, amd directly by that of Perersbourgh, Reval, and other Places: 
And whereof: whole Cargoes of Ships, that have been taken, are undenia- 
ble Proofs, And if they were not, His Czari/þ Majeſty's Fleet, which, 
without theſe Helps, he could never have been able to put to Sea, and; 
which is ſerved and commanded chiefly by. Durch Officers and Sailors, is a 
ſufficient Inſtance hereof. | gy nt 


And after all, wbat need was there for ſuch a Proclamation, ſeeing none 
of you could be ignorant of what you were obliged to by Treaties? When 
the Facts are evident, the Inferences from thence are eaſily drawn. 5 
It has been ſhewn, that your Prohibition was uſeleſs: in it ſelf, and that: 
it was uſeleſs by being publiſh'd: too late: It remains ſo ſtill, in regard to 
the Effects, that are expected from it for the future, eſpecially as ia 
[your Subjects have Reaſon to queſtion. the Sincerity of their Sovereigns, . 
and their Intention in favour of Sweden, as no doubt they have, con- 
ſidering with what Violence theſe inſiſt upon the Liberty of a Navigati- 
on, which every body muſt own to be pernicious and fatal to that King- 
dom, at this prefent Junture. e. ' 1 
Ibis is ſo true, that your Friends have. Letters, whereby it appears, that 
even at this Time, and notwithſtanding. the Prohibition made, Mr. Treſſel, 
4 Captain belonging to the Admiralty of Zealand, is enter'd into the Czar's - 
Service, as Vice-Admiral, haying-got Leave from the ſaid Court of Admi- = 
.Falty, and obtain'd a general Diſcharge from his Oath taken ro the Go- — 
vernment; and that ſeveral Men of War, fitted out in Holland, ſtaid only 
for a fair Wind to go and join the Fleet of the Czar. Such kind ef Pro- 
clamations, iſſued only, as one would think, for Form ſake, will hard- 
Ay frighten; any bady., However, had it been publiſt'd early enough, 
the States would, at leaſt, have made a Shew of performing what they _ 
were oblig' d to; but, conſidering the above mention'd Circumſtances, they _ 1 
don't ſo much as even diſguiſe their true Intent, which can be nothingg 
elſe, but to favour the Enemies of Sweden, in ſpight of Treaties. 
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that Kingdom? Since tis become your common Cant, to ſay, There's 
no hindering Traders from carrying their Merchandizes where they 
will. Is Sweden to blame? Nay, is ſhe not under an abſolute Neceſſi- 
ty to concert Meaſures for her own Safety, and to hinder, if poſh- 
ble. the further Violation of Treaties ? Eſpecially after the Swediſh Mi- 
*niſter hath ſo often follicited and remonſtrated in vain on this Occa- - 
ſion, and made jufficiently appear, that a Connivance of this Nature 
was entirely deſtructive to the Kingdom. It may be concluded from 
hence, with what Shadow of Juſtice your Second Proclamation has 
"*been Publiſhed, which contains in Subſtance ; * That whereas, notwith- 
* ftanding the repeated Inſtances of their High-Mightineſſes, made to the Re- 
_ *gency in Sweden, againſt the frequent king and confiſcating the Ships 
and Effects of the Sate; the Swedes perſevere in the fame Way, having 
"© Jarely brought up ſeveral Dutch Ships, without aſſigning any ſufficient 
 * Reaſon for the fame; which muſt needs be look'd upon as an open 
 * Piracy, "Their High-Mightineſſes therefore do order and aurhorize all 
 * Proprietors of Ships and Effects, taken by the Swedes from the Subjects 
- * of the State, to ſeize upon the ſame, in whatſoever Ports and Rivers 
I they may find them, and appropriate them to their own Uſes, notwith- 
I Ck any previous Confiſcation made by Virtue of the Sentence of 
a judge. bs | | . LIFT 
"7 mofe one reads of this Proclamation, the more one muſt be 
ſhock'd with a Language fo * Majeſty. Beſides, there is a 
plain Contradiction not only in the Senſe, but even in its Terms. 
It is own'd, that the Royal Senate has been required to repeal Her Or- 
ders given for bringing up the Durch Ships, which go and come from 
Swediſh Ports, poſleſs'd now by the Muſcovites, and conſequently that 
Hs the Prizes are made by the TN of his Swediſh Majeſty; nevertheleſs 
= - "theſe Prizes and Confiſcations are ſtil'd Pyracies. If the Signification 0 
| . this Term had been duly weighed, fure this outrageous Expreſſion had 
been omitted. Pyrates are a Set of Rogues, that cruize without any 
publick Leave or Authority. A Pyrate is a Robber, who, in Juſtice, de- 
ſer ves a publick Puniſhment. | | ME 
_ How can this Definition be apply to the Captains of the Swediſb Men 
of War, who db but execute the Orders of their King, cruize upon the 
forbidden Coaſt, and render the above- mentioned Ports inacceſſible, 
. thereby preventing a Commerce, which tends to the utter Ruine of the 
A Kingdom? Or is it well to be apply'd to the Swediſh -Privateers, fur- 
' niſh'd with good Commiſſions, - and who ſhew their Zeal for the Preferva- 
| tion * their Country, purſuant to Orders given them by their Sove- 
reigu 7 6 > 8 9 2 , ; 8 o 
Such Language might, perhaps, rather be apply'd to the Privateers of 
18 ſome of your Provinces, who in the late Wars of the Republick with 
France, have, without the leaſt Diſtinction, brought up Swediſo Mer- 
chant Ships, n the Liberty allowed them by Treaties, 
-40 trade to all the Ports 


- - colour 


— 
— 


' What good Resſon was there, after all this, to be fs angry. with _ 


France, that were not block d up, What 


RES 


- $-_ * 0 


. Wk 9 MOR, 

Fler eb Equizy fan you lay upon theſe. Expreſſions? For dre the 

States won't call thoſe Proceedings Pyracy in others, which their own 

Mien of War and Privateers practiſed, till the Concluſion of the Treaty 
hat 


of Vereche. Why are you in ſuch a rage againſt a Nation which 
only followed your own Examples? lame Things done by 
dien meerly for Intereſt, cannot be look d upon as unlawful, for the 
 *"Swedes to practiſe upon Neceſſity. What the Npabliek thought *5he 
might fairly act in the Ocean, muſt not be deny'd- to the King of 
| Sweden in the Seas under his Dominion: Becauſe, What the Republick did, 
only by Right of War, the King of Sweden is obliged to by down · right 
Emergency. The Meaſures taken: by the Dutch, only to deſtroy their 
Enemies, the weder are forc'd to make uſe of for their immediate 
Defence, and in Time of the greateſt Preſſure, when, all Laws, 
both Divine and Humane, allow of proper Expedients to ward off their 
approaching Ruine, which the Dureh, whatever 5 they may 
5 drive on, by a Conduct quite contrary to their Treaties and 
| agementss ff bs OLIV WET 11008 EV LOTT 

You have ever diſapproved! of ſatyrical and:, offenſive Expreſſions, in , 
all Papers wrote without Authority, -as.: proteeding-from a dangerous | 

Itch of Scribling, the Effect rather: of idle Oſtentation, than the Pro- 

duct of ſerious Reflection. Bur how came you immediately to change 

ſo faſt and well · grounded a Sentiment, and appear ex y. delighted 

with the Word Fyracy, whoſe Signification is ſtill; mare iaſulting in the 

_ Dutch La er which your -Prad clamations wWere.({Writ.?': Does Ani. 
maoſixy better in an Authoritative Weng than in a Pamphlet? 
According to your Opinion, Moderation in Whiting; aa well as in; Act- 

ions, ought always to be the Diſtinguiſhing Character of à Republick; 
Hitherto Pyracies and Moderation, have hard been eſteemed Terms 
Synonimous. This Virtue of: Candor, fo! glbrious/. to your Nehublick, 
upon Occaſions infinitely nicer, has here ſuffer d Sbipwrack in 2, Calm, 
and che Clamours of a few ſelf.intereſſed Men, have - prevail'd upon 


our Government to uſe Expreflions derogatory: to her Dignity, in a 2 
Þaper "publiſhed by her own Authority, which no body can ever read 1 
© over, Without obſerving this Contradict ioo. Wh 
Tou may, perhaps, urge, that this Proclamation being only for Zubjects, : 


the States' need not ſhew any Nicety of Expreſſion, where no othe 

95 is concerned. If hereby is only meant an Edict preſcribing 
Kules, er regulating the Conduct of one Subject to another, With re- 

 ation'to their own” State, we have nothing to object: But you unfor- 
tunately own your ſelf, that the above. mention d Proclamation is quite 

of another Nature, ſetting forth their High- Mightineſſes pretended Reaſon 

of Complaint, and directing their Subjects how. to demean - themſelves. 

towards the Subjects of the King of Sweden, with Regard. to Ships taken 
r e een eee 
it moſt chen of neceſſity be deemed à kind ef 3, Manifeſto, or De- 

che World a juſt Idea ol the NMotives of we Cogdact of the Freter. 
OWE e COUT een ene ee e ene. 
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gase but msn 6 erde what their Seide, weg de and ob: 
The 22 Sovereigns have always affected to ſhew their Moders- 

tion in Edicts of this Nature, and even when they commence. Enetnies, 

and ere about to break all Ties of Amity, Alliance, und Intereſt; every 

Thing offenſive to the Majeſty of Kings, uſes to be carefully avoided 

in their very Declargtions of Wat. | fn ver tt rl? 

To convince you of this Truth, do but read over your Republick's 

Declaration of War againſt France, and ſee if you can find there any Ex- 

preſton, which comes up to that of 1 D 

l proceed now to your Complaints, and the Reafons you urge, why the 

Swedes ought, ih a more eſpecial manner, to favour the Commerce of the 

Subjects of the States 17 * $ F 

ou maintain, That, N to the 14th Article of the Treaty of 

Commerce between Sweden and the Republick, your Commerce 'and Na- 

vigation to the Ports of the Enemies oft Sweden, ought. to be unmoleſted. 

The Juſgice of this Cenvention is readily acknowledged, if rightly under- 

ſtood ; for then it has no Regard to the Ports now in Debate, which of 

Right belong to Sweden, tho” ſince taken by its Enemies: Superiority and 

Violence can't be faid at all to change rhe Nature of Things ; Peace will 

reſtore. them to their former Condition, The King of Sweden has the ſole 

Right of Regulating their Commerce, in fuch manner as he ſhall find agree- 

able to his Intereſt, and the Preſervation of his Dominions; no Foreign 

Power whatſoever having any juſt Pretence to oblige him to ſuffer a Na- 

vigation, which tends ditectiy to the Deſtruction of His Kingdom. 
His Swodiſp Majeſty's Tendernets and 1 for the Welfare of bis 

Subjects, that inbabit the faid Ports, cannot but ſuffer,” if he is forced to 

deprive them of ſo-profitable a Trade. But extream Evils require Re- 

medies proportionable to the Danger. It is a Misfortune upon thoſe, whom 
the Events of War make liable to ſuch Hardſhips : But Juſtice as well 
as Reaſon, 2 by Neceſſity, require this Sacrifice, which faithful 

Subjects, in this Caſe, will always make ol their Intereſt with Reſignation, 

But, ſuppoſe the fo much talk d of Convention is affirm'd to include theſe 

is not the ſame limitated by a very poſitive Reſtriction in the 16th 


1 Port e lim 
| | . of this very Treaty? And does not this Article ſay in expreſs 


Terms, That no Navigatien ought to be allowed of, to the Ports block d 
y either of the Confederates? ? ooo nn 
- Sure the ' Dweb cannot pretend Ignorance in this Caſe; the Ring of 
Sweden has declar'd aH the Ports, that ſhould be taken from Him by his 
Enemies, to be block'd up. He keeps his Men of War on their Coaſt, 
and permits all his Subjects, who are able to ſhew their Zeal, to arm 

Privateers, and oppoſe thoſe, who, notwithſtanding theſe Warnings, would 
bring Succour to His Enemies. They, who are acquainted with the ſaid 
Sea- Coaſts, know, that a fingle Frigat is ſufficient to hinder, fo much as a 
ſmall Fiſher- Boat entering into the River of Duna; and that Two or Three 
Veſſels at the Height of Hengoe, can ſhut up the Paſſage to Reval, Narva, 
Pettersbourg, and the other Ports of Lifland and Findland Your Traders 


may therefore impute their Loſſes to theraſelyes, Nobody pities him, that | 
TR FT throws 


n 
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ER co OE Eo 
throws himſell faſhly Ints Danger, nor cad he be ſeid ts commir” Vi! 

Q 1 13 4 l i 8 bl . Y Fu * . 12 
Alter what has been ſaid, no body ſure can, with juſlice, tax the King 
of Sweden's Orders, on this Ocesſion. With Atiimolity. 1 Majeſty 9 42 

edly foreſaw the ious Conſequences of this Commerce, to his Do. 
minions, during the preſent War, of which che Naval Forces of the Czar; 
ſo ſuddenly grown great and formidable, are undeniable Proofs. Nor can 


ou loo upon this 3 as an Innovation, and never practiſed be- 
fore. : Sweden has been poſſeſſed of the Aforeſaid Provides aboyr theſe 


100 Tears: All the Kings, frm Brie NIV. to Guſtavus Abe, have always, 199 


in parallel Caſes, 3 their undoubted Right of Dominion over! ch 
Balrici, and aſſerted their Prerogative, making thetnſelves ſole Judges o 
hat was n cher . 
When, in the Lear 1561. the Nant tobk Narva, and laboured. to eſtar 
bliſh their Commerce ther, the Hane Towns, and chiefly that of Lubechʒ 
endeavour'd to eme di this Navigation. Eric XIV. then King 
of Sweden, gave them to underſtand; that he would not acquieſce therein; 
The City of Laber repteſented this Reluſal, as altogether hew, they ha- 
ving had Commerce! with the Raftans, Lime out of Mind, and pleading 
- the Common Right of: Nations, for their Navigating at large in the Beleick, 
as well as others; provided their; Veſſels carried no Co d Goods, 
The King her declared, That he diſputed not, with the Hunſe Towns 
Liberty ot Trading. with the Ruff, but only that Trade to the City 
of Narva; which being a manifeſt Prejudice to all his Kingdom, he ch 
by no mean allow of; that as he had the ſame Right in bis Dominiods, 
as other Princes in theirs, he might either open, or ſhut up, the Naviga- 
tion of the Balricl, as far as he Was Maſter of lit: And laſtly, That be 
would, as ſhbuld be moſt agreęable to the Intereſt and Welfare of His 
Kingdom, comiuue to ſeize cheir Ships, ſuiling to Nerve, in Defiance ot 
His Majeſty's Declaration. 11 i enn ee fa eee #1197 1 n 05 
The Nuten having, in the Lear 1779. broken the Suſpenſion 'of Arms 
with Sweden, the Danes likewiſe claim d a Navigation to Naroa, by - Virtue 


- 


of their Treaty, but King John was as poſitive in maintaining the con» 
_ trary, as his Brother Eric; he would not allow the Words of the Treaty _ 


to be explain'd out of their natural Senſe; for, that the Liberty of Navi- 
gation, which was allow'd of 27 Peace, could not extend it ſelf to 
the Time of War, eſpecially ſeeing all Navigation and Commerce, at ſuch 
a quncture, contributed towards augmenting the Forces of the Enemies. 
But without looking. fo far for Reaſons, to juſtify the Ring of: Sehen, 
your on Republick may-furmſh' an u iohable Proof, that Soyerdigh 
Powers often uſe this Precaution in Time of Wan; ta binder ahbe Enemy: 
receiving any Aid. Inj che War, which etermiged wich the Peace of N 
wick, did not the Republick, judging it for Her Intereſt: to“ deglsre all 
France in general tobe block d up, forbid_all che Neutral Pow] rs all man- 
ner of Trade with that Kingdom; and cauſe all their Stips to be breusbt 
up, that went thither, or came froui thener, withaut any Regard had to 
the Nature of their Merchandizes? . B TEAS 
#534 3 2 1 4 he 


Forces may be conſiderably a 


ſubGſting with the'Cxar, 


(i? 


— Tue Republick Was then far ſrom being tedued to uch Extremities; 

nor -hadifhe ſo preſſing Reaſons' for it, as Sweden has at preſent. Ter De- 
claration was barely grounded upon the Right of War, and her own. Con- 
— oy And vb this pretended Blockade was then look'd updn as A uk 


to bring up and n all Swe Ships 
be rden of Swede); Being MF CAVS modecare , than 7 of Dei: | 
mark, delaid its juſt Complaints kill rhe Cöncluſion o | the Peace, whilſt 
this latter made Reprizals'm the Ports of Norway, 2 27+ nant ol 
Surely, this Moderation; "by no Means, deſerved to be N with the 
Vietence 'authortzed:by your Proelamation,.: altho* the Crown of. Sweden 
had not, ar! preſent," au mot: -unqueſtonableRight, than the / States Gene - 
ral had at that Timeio agi born ob wind? 19. 203609 lollig 


The juſt and gr grear Differencsy that 'ough ought to Wei des between the pte 
tended Blockade of the whole French Coaſt; and that of the Places and 


Ports taken by the enn -notwithſtanding the Guaranty due from the States 
to Sweden) gives this Nation a full Right; at leaſt during the Courſe of this 
War, to hinder itt Enemies from png be das. whereby their 
ented{r toben oi nent: 
This fame Diſtinction, and ie Obligation, the States ye Bader; not to 
favour the Enemies of Sweden, nor to enrich them, at the Expence of this 
Crown, during the War, juſtifies its Proceedings beyond all [Conerdi ae 
on; eſpecially-ar a Time, when it feels it ſelf: re Extremities, 
for Wan of that Support, which migbit reaſonably be TT not only 
in Virtue of 'a moſt ſtrict Alliante, but likewiſe on Account of the Re- 
publick's own Intereſt: *TFis ſtrange therefore; to find this /Republick ſo 


mighty eager upon a Commetce, HEY I only to a lex ert Pers 


fons/* 7715. 


To ſpeak out, Sir, 5 don't fee how the Warath, whorewich, your 
County men maintain the ſaid Commerce; can be conſtrued by the 2 
otherwiſe, than as a Deſire to ſuppprt the Cxar, and enable him to carry 
on a War, unjuſt in its ſelk, and ruinous to their Countr . 
Tou inſiſt, Sir, on the: Libefty of this Commerce, and give ſich Ret 
ſons, as vo think very forcible” ire viz. That the States cannot be with- 
out it; That conſequently there ought; at leaſt, to be a free Paſſage left 
for Shi that go in Ballaſt, to load Merchandizes, 0 5 5 are abſolutely 
wanted; That as for thoſe, that carry Contraband Goods, the States aban- 
don them to their Deſtiny 3 That the Republick is not juſtly chargeable, 
with what is not in Her Power to hinder ;: That Merchants are free to 


ſell their Goods to hom, and where, they pleaſe; That: they have; 


even during. the Wars with France, in ſpite of all Pro ibitions, furniſh'd 
their own ' Enemies with Powder and Cannons; and, That in the late 
Famine, Franze had more Corn from Holland, than from any other Part of 


Europe; and, to crown all, vou ys That the States have alſo Treaties | 


Now, altho* what has been abeady faid, might be deemed 8 to 


anſwer all theſe Objections in general; et, for your entire Satisfaction, 
1 will "EY to each ot them in perten ar. 


5 
— 


— 


Ports your Arguments, n 


I 

e egeſſity oft this Commerte,. which you make ſuch a Noiſe bein 

nina ar The Foun of a few private Men occaſions all this 

r. ke em 1 could live without) this Trade, when the Plague 

ped did: 0 the States General e at that 

Tims £2 25 ee cnt out Heaps of Difficulties, to 

2 p1ith Kn T —.— t way, and bringing. in,thoſe very 

wo, You People now, for their private Ends, would make us 
believe * parc cannot. ©: thou, 

Fete are not the — 0 the N clear and preciſe? Don't 

both F both e revi ly, ohlige themſelves, not to give any Aſſiſtance to 

each Sthers ber or ute, Enemies 3; nor to; favour them in any re- 

| ſpe, 7 er? De they, not Bf «| mutually, promiſe; to 1 one 


another's P 5 I Age, guard againſt every b that om 
to the, others Prejudi 1 th i 4 Kar Reck to be of leſs Force in 
ave it underſtood- to be, with 


avour of the 3 1 would 
_ 3. en Intereſt o the. Republick-? ? In Treat 8 nas is to be 
We aner en «Yo oh 15 eyery, Word s its Senſe and 
Weigh t ʒ nor pF Ren e'N 2055 Aan Contradiction. 
885 ug this pret flo fs, ty. of yours, : to be as, urgent, To 
you Boy „I hope you won't infer from rhence, - that; Sweden ſhould 
mit to iſt. rat ee than diſturb. a N ee y 7 8 — 4 
with Means to overw helm that Kingdom. ew the Neceſſi 1 * that R 


RARE. Sina of --forbearing, for a — 4 
while, to make any es rab ble! rg 09d, -Hrough ught. e e 
from one Port, than another. In ſhort, ö or notbing, but . 
rdid Gain, to which you eB} Cotes the W Wellare oba whol — Nation, 
now ſtruggling with the manifold laden God Almighty has permitted 
to befall them, 795 threatned - with 8 of Lives, D and the- 
entire Overthrow of their Country. Peer me impartiall Which of 
theſe two Neceſlities ought to take lace? he preten ted | bers y for. + 
yo our Merchants, to ſell their Goods to hom ey ples tres Fri 
lufion,; for, not to inſiſt upon the-Republick” 5 having: Power to limit 
this Liberty, according to the Exigencies ok the N Weal, It is bes / 
yvond the Power of any Law, to 4227 be: rown of Sweden of hs na- 
tural ten a Humanity, and, oblige a, Sovereign to advance the, 
he St of ſome for e Men, in favour,of 2 Liberty inconſiſtent .wirh, 
the 0 of 18 . e non 
poſibilicy of hinder the a af; Subjedts,-. is a2 
race W 2g and ies, ing. a Weakneſs, or Connivance of the. 
State. As to the Gclt, t Proclamation gives a quite contrary Idea; the 
States General make it fully out, that pu don't want Power to be 0-- 
bey'd. Had they but been pleas'd to make- immediate Uſe thereof, when - 
the Con ſequences were ME to them, how eaſily might, they. have 


avoided the Miſtruſt ol being Connivers, and at the ſame, Time pre- 
vented theſe Troubles. Humane Prudence is wget eee in ra 
ing . than in | TION IR en. Mop ng} #5 


Re. 4 
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The Inſtances of furniſhing Fence with Powder and Cannon? ind 4 
quite different Impreſſion, from what you would inſinuate, Ye ſerve 


to put Sweden more upon its Guard. = the States, as you Þ 5 5 
hinder this Diſorder, why ſhould We t. by bound wich dit Sm A r en- 
che faral Conſequences likely to attend 


deavouring themſelves! . 
it? Ik the — firicerely wiſh the Cto wn of Sweden may extrieate it ſelf out 
of its many and great Misfortunes, they cannot juſtly be offended, when, 
in order thereunto, it employs lawful and convenient Meaſures : Nor can 
— for the aforeſaid Reaſons, expect, that Se den ſhould grant a free 
e Paſſage, even for thoſe Ships, that go'it/Ballaſt, when moſt of them are 
on - purpoſe to be ſold to the Mar, to Faſt the Number of his 
Flee? Letters of your gown 1 Wet han ts, as we 18 es. Papers, when 
they ſpeak of | Ships takem by the Fwelleg, Nr Nite wi ſe, that ſome 
.of Wenn had Holes cut for 50, 40, or 30 Guns, and others actually mount - 
ed with as many; a Circumſtance ſufficiently denoting, that theſe Ships 
were not ſent altogether” for the: ſake of Trade. In Time of Peace, every 
body knows, ſo 8 uns 757 too mberous an Orttament for a Mer- 
chant Ship. ls of yours — Sum 61 Gag and Silver, 
to buy Merchandizes with; a'great Part is . 4. to fill che 
Coffers of the Czar, by way of ſtoms. nd other-ExaCtions, (which your 
Merchants are pretty well acquainted wirhal: ) This Trade, therefore is a 
Fund continually ſupplying that Prince, oh get freſh Means, to continue an 
unjuſt War. 173 that, ſet it in what L Aar you pleaſe, the Ruin of Sweden 
is apparent. To this oe may add, That all lidulgence and Conſidera- 
tion, in this Cate would but rp that 5 — =_ to che Deriſion and 
Contempt ot bo ch Friends and n des affording Encoyrage- 
ment to - thoſe Abuſes, of which we have daily and doleful Inſtatices. Tr 
would only be inſalring over the Miſertes of Sweden, to require 5 
bal Ree Do, which e booßer de made maniteſt, "that they are ary 
eme [ 1210 Gees. 

As for ihe Treaties, your iNtedge: with het, whatever Engagements 

may lay the States under, yet cannot hey be ſaid to leſſen Hopi 
ky Ser of thoſe States to the Crown of Sweden, by Virtue ol the * 27d 
of 4700, and 1903, whereby that Kingdom acquires a plenary Right, to 
—_ the Alliſtance of your Nepublick, againſt the Myſcovites, f altend 

ſtrengtbmng them by a Navigation and Trade, which fo viſibly aug- 
ments their Naval Forces. Nor is it at all material when theſe Treaties 
were made: If any ot an older Date, than that with Sweden, be alledged, 
they cannot concern that Crown; and as to thoſe made ſince; it is to be 
hoped, frem the Juſtice and Equity ot the States General, that they have 
not enter'd into any Engagements, oppoſite to their RY. Oblignions | 
But ſuppoſing they-have, (which neverthelefs we dowt believe) jt fol. 
lo from tbence, chat ſuch an Engagement muſt annul theft Stipularions ' 
with! the Kin Gf Sweden? A Pretence of this kind, on the other hand, 
does but fully: enoreeſe thoſe Jealouſies, which the Dusch raiſe- by their 
Exgerneſs for a Navigation, tending directly, at this Junqure, only to fa- 
aur the grand 5 of che Cxer upon the Kingdom of Sweden. 


Ee 
There 


- _ moſt welcome 


| fas) 
There is, aſter all, nothing that nee your more,” than the pretended 
\Parrialicy, aid to be exerciſed in the Caſe: of French and Engliſh Ships; 
that theſe haue been-releafed, when all the Durch Veſſels were br up 
Wia dont exaQtly know here, how: many Engli/o and French Ships have 
been releaſed : The Letters of our Correſpondents in Sweden, mention one 
at cath Natiom. But ſuppoſe there were more, give me Leave to ſay, you 
hvvefargor the Durch | Ships, that the Swedes had formerly in their Power; 
dont you. remember they were all releaſed, and fuffter'd to go to other 


Im ſure, above thirty of them came hither, and in the neighbouring 
Harbours, at a Time, when the Maſters themſelves: conſeſe' d, that the 
Swedes, might in ſtrict Juſtice, have made every one of them lawful Prize, 
But it ſeems this Indulgence, tho never ſo conſiderable, can't affect you half 
ſo much, as the Noiſe made about letting go (perhaps) a ſingle. Engliſh or 
Prench Ship. Had but the Swedes, inſtead of diſmiſſing your Ships at firſt, 
brought them all up without exception, and the Senate obliged them to un- 
-derge firſt a farmal Tryal, as has been done in the Caſe of the Engliſo and 
French Veſſels, I rake it for granted; both Sides had been pleas'd. The Senate, 

by this Proceſs, might then have proclaim'd to all the World, bow, the 
Merchants of Holland, who pretend to be Amicifſima Gen, furniſh alone 
more Succour to the Enemies of Sweden, than all other Nations put together. 
And then, I ſuppoſe, the ſpecial Favour of ſetting at once thirty of your 
Veſſels at liberty in form, to one Engliſh or French Ship, would have been 

ews in your Ears, and perhaps inſpired you with Modera- 

But, alter all, be pleas d to reflect, that if, not only Veſſels ſtop'd from 

ing to prohibited Ports, but alſo all thoſe, which have been brought up 

DC had arrived to the Places they were bound to, as a great many 

have done, by 8 forc'd Vigilance of the Swedes; I fay, in this 

Cafe, the Czar would, by this time, have been acne able to fit out a 

Fleet of above a hundred Sail: And as to the prefent Condition of his Fleet, 
ſuch is the Teal of your Merchants, in ſupplying that Prince with Ships, 

Officers, Arms, and Money, at all Hazards, that it may truly be call'd a. 
Dutch, and not a Muſeovite Fleet, that now makes War upon Sweden. 5 

L e ep War with France, the Swediſh Veſſels could not efcape - 
being confiſcated in your Courts at Admiralty, notwithſtariding they were 
provided with Paſſes from: their King, and other neceflary Papers; Nay, the 
very Precautions they took, in Obedience to their 'Freaties, did but render 
them the more ſuſpected, whilſt your Veſſels, on the contrary,” come with 
full- Sails to the Ports block'd up, and declared fo, without Paſports, with 

Marine Letters not counterſigned, without Charter- Parties, and with falſe 

double Bills of Loading, in direct Violation of the Senſe, as well as .expreſs - 

Words of the a0 h Article of the Treaty of Commerce: And, after all this, 
no ſooner do's the Admiralty of Sweden in her Turn demand only, what 


} . 


Cuſtom, Treaties, and the preſent Exigency require; but you cry out Py- 
rates, But, ſay you, theſe Proceedings hinder the liberty of Trade 2 [+ 5 
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- iwhy do States enter into ſuch Agreements in all: their Treaties of Com: 
-merce ? The Conventions of — ſupply the place of Laws to their 
Subjects. Speak therefore ingenuoufy; for we know the Tricks of Mer: 
chants too, as well as you, and confeſs, that theſe Omiſſions of yours were 
mad eg oi purpoſe to conceatthe Succour of Arms and Ammunition brought 


* , : 
n 


to the Enemies of Sweden... 5 | 
, --Behold, Sir, the Sentiments of your Friends, upon the Conduct of Sweden, 
ſo much reſented in Holland. I Are will now agree with me, that that 
Crown neceſſarily is obliged to ule this Precaution, and diſturb: the Naviga- 
tion and Commerce of the Dureb to the Ports in debate; becauſe it 'viſibly 
favours the Projects of it's Enemies; becauſe, all repeated Entreaties from 
Sweden for the Aſſiſtance of it's Friends and Guaranties, due by virtue df 
moſt ſacred Treaties, have been vain; and therefore it has now no other way, 
beſides this diſagreeable one, left; to prevent the Storm with which tis 
threaten'd. If after all Guarantees and Friends (or ſuch at leaſt as have all 
poſſible Reaſon to prove ſo:) will ae tranſitory Advantages of particu- 
lar Men to a national, ſolid, and laſting Intereſt; if they illi maintain by open 
Force this Navigation, and thereby enable the Cxar E ly to execute 
his Projects; that unfortunate. Nation, call'd Sweden, muſt. ſit down contented 
with the Glory of not having fallen by the Suporiority ol Enemies, but the 
ll Treatment of Allies and Guarante s. 
But before I have done, you muſt not take it amiſs; if aH you, What 1 
you form to your ſelves in Holland, ot the Cxar s: growing Power? Your 
. Countrymen here, and other People of known Experience in Navigation 
and Commerce, are perſuaded, that the Province:of Holland and your Town 
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+ of Amſterdam, have both, cauſe to tremble at the Progreſs'of his Arnis; they 

. wonder, they ſay, to obſerve the Indifference your Lon in particular ſhews 

11 on this Occaſion; but they are till more ſürpriſed at the Warmth, wich 

Which it ſupports the Intereſt of, perhaps, not above an hundred private 

= Men in a Trade,  needfu] enough till now; but at this Juncturs, moſt 

1 dangerous to your Republic in the Conſequences of Things. They are en- 
| tirely perſuaded, ſay they, that you in Nland ought to look» upon the Ma- 


ritime Provinces of Sweden, ag the beſt Bulworks of your Trade to the B. 
ick; that<onſequently,'you ought to be alarm'd at the leaſt Alteration made; 
that according to the Principles of good Poliey, every State ſhould take Um- 

Prage, when any Prince is aggrandizing himſelf by the Ruine of his Neigh- 
; bours; that, if the Czar ever ſucceeds in liisgDefigns upon Sweden, all 
1 the Favour your Republicł muſt expect from him, amounts to no more, than 
= What Polyphemus reſerved for Ulyſſes, (to be laſt eaten;) that the Dominion 
of the Czer. in the Baltich, is a Comet, which forebodes to Holland the 


Z near approaching Ruin of it's Commerce and Navigation on all that Coaſt; 
nay, that to ſit ſtill any longer, will deprive the Republick of that Branch of her 


Trade, which her wiſeſt Men always call the Apple of her Eye. They like- 
wiſe lay the Deſigus ot the Czar ſo clearly open, that the moſt incredulous 
cannot diſpute,” but that, whilſt 3 Nepublicl, through an exceſſive Com- 

U che others, that have any relation io it, 
een HET Y 114 THe ISR 
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-pliance, Thazardsthis Branch, a 
 amult needs be afſedted in proportion. 


ne ET RES (<4 2 
To make this plainer yet, they enter into a Detail of the Situation of 
_ .. "Myſcowy, the Genius of that Nation, the Arbitrary Power of its Prince, his 
Ambition to render himſelf Maſter of Trade, what Meaſures he takes to 
compaſs his Deſigns, and how eaſily he may ſucceed in them; you won't 
| = iſpleas'd, I ſuppoſe, to find the following diſtind Account given of 
75 this. 4 „. 2 i A | 3» Is 4 : 
The Situation of Myſcovy, as repreſented by our Geographers, diſcovers. 
to us immediately, in general, how eaſily this Country may fetch from 
Pexſia, by the Way of the e Sea, the Products of that Kingdom. The 
Paſſage is ſhort and eaſy. Through the Black Sea, Natolia, and other Parts 
of Turkey, ſupply all Things neceſſary for its Trade. And, Archangel, on 
© the other fide, draws thither the chief Maritime Nations in Europe. A great 
Importation of Foreign Commodities, is not profitable to a Nation, without 
2 ſuitable Exportation of its own Produce. - But chen the moſt material 
Point here is, to get this Exportation carry'd un by one's own Subjects, inſtead 
of: ſubmirting to Laws impoſed by others. This the Czar has now got a 
perfect Knowledge of, for which he ſtands indebted to our Durchmen, who 9 
5 kindly diſcovered to him this great Secret of their Trade. How pru- "i 
_ © dently they acted, in this Particular, may be concluded by the - Meaſures 
. - Taken afterwards, by that Prince, to improve this Knowledge, to the Profit 
of his vaſt Dominions. He has been ever ſince full of this Maxim, and 
employed his Thoughts chiefly to render ic practicable in his own Coun- 
try, To Which End, when, in the Year 1695, in his latter War with the 
| 2 he croſs d moſt Parts of his Dominion, to go and beſiege 4/of , when 
he ſaw the great Rivers of Moſca, Occa, Wolga, and Tanais, and had taſted 
the Coveniency of conveying, by theſe Waters, not only all his Ay; 5 
Ammunition and Proviſions, but alſo a Part of his Infantry; he immedi- 
ately thought of lay ing together ſeveral great Rivers of his Empire, viz. 
the Mig to the Tanais, the Tanais to the Uppa and Ocea, and this again 
to the Lakes of Mere and Ihnen, by cutting a Canal between the R. 
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vers Meſca, Twerze and Sna. He referr'd his Project to the Examination of 
Tome Foreign Engineers, who © cage" it impracticable, till one. Colonel 8 
- Brocket, more enterprizing than the reſt of them, undertook it, under the 
Ditection of Knes tay Serena Galitzin, Viceroy of Caſan and Aſtracan; 
But he, diſcourag'd by far greater. Difficulties, than he was aware of, aban- 
don'd the Work. At laſt, Riel Matwey Petrowitz Fagarin, who in his Voy- 4 
ages had apply'd himſelf to Mechanicks, purſu'd, and finiſh'd it, in the 
Tear 1707; fo that from Aſtracan to Petersbourg, is now but one continued 
- Canal, which has been proved by 300 Veſſels'of different Bigneſs; and this 
Way may all the Products of Perfia, and other Parts of Me, be ſpeedily, 
and with ſmall Expence, tranſported to Perersbowg ; the Muſcovites may ſtill, 
_ Cheaper, and with lefs Trouble, convey from Perersbourg to Aftracan, and fo 
do Perſia, the European Commodities, which the Engl;/b and Butch carry thi- 
| ther, with abundant Hazzard and Charge, round the Cape . God Hope. 
I be Genius of the Neo, is altogether ſuited to Trade; their Chil- 
dren are chiefly bred up to it; they ſurpaſs all Nations in Frugality; cheß 
Aare inured to Fatigue and Hardſhips ; and it is notorious to thoſe, that 
have been uſed to deal with — far they outſtrip all others in Ar- 
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The Cxar will be able, for the aforeſaid Reaſons, to underſell all others}; 


by regulating the current Prizes of his Commodities, according to the 


ant or Plenty he finds of them in other Parts. And ſuppoſe, that he ſhould 
be a conſiderable Looſer for ſome Years, 'tis- nevertheleſs certain, that. this 
Lofs, at firſt ſetting out, tho? conſiderable enough to break an hundred pri. 
vate rich Men. yet would hardly be felt by fo great a Prince; and yet his 
running this Riſque for a few Years only, muſt needs make him Maſter 


of the moſt conſiderable Trade to all the Maritime Powers in Europe, viz, 


of the Materials, which. they require for Maintaining their Shipping and . 
Navigation, and which they cannot get ſo good, nor in ſo great Quantity, 
from any other Parte. c It 
The only thing wanting to compaſs this vaſt Deſign, is, for him to get. 
Poſſeſhon of a Port in the Baltick; to this end only he began an unjuſt 
War with Sweden; this he has abſolutely inſiſted upon in all his Overtures 


of Peace, and after all his Defeats ; this is the main Article be aims at to 


compleat his vaſt Deſigns; . without Which, all his great and ſurprizing 
Works, in joining Rivers and. Seas, would be vain, and the Eaſe where- 
7 has contrived to tranſport Aſian. Merchandizes to the Baltick, prove. 
uſeleſs.- of ifs 7. | VOY 
Now what elſe can be-inferr'd from all this, but, as it has already been 
faid, that when.the Czar has madeghimſelf Maſter of thoſe Ports i the - 
Baltick, which be ſo much ſets his Heart upon, he will be able folely to 
give Laws to Commerce, and have it carryed on, by his own Subjects, ex- 
cluſive of all the Maritime Powers. 1 % 
Can you, upon the Exchange of Amſterdam, be ſo weak, as to queſtion. 
whether this be his Aim or no? Or, to, what other Motive do you impute . 
bis ardent Deſire to keep the aforeſaid Ports 2 If the Maritime Powers are. 
not blind to their true Intereſt, ſurely they will heartily concur, in all Mea- 
ſures poſſible, to wreſt from him thoſe Advantages, Which Sweden's Mis- 
fortunes have put into his Hands, Who can imagine, that, if ever he is 
(offered to keep any of theſe Ports, he will ſtop there? That he will at- 
tempt nothing further for the Eſtabliſhment of his Trade? And, that has 


ving brought. the very Thing to bear, he has ſought with ſo much Eager- 
| neſs, he ſhould negit& to give the finiſhing Stroke to his Deſign? _. 


Frome are apt to flatter themſelves with the plealing Fancy, of hw much. 
Regard he will.pay, after all, to the Remon WW 

ers; but can any.thing of this kind be ſuppoſed to keep him back? If, in. 
the beginning, of his Enterprizes, he preſumes enough upon his Forces, to 

threaten them already; what are Mey to expect, when he ſhall be in a 
Condition of forcing them to ſubmit to ſuch Laws in Trade, as he ſhall - 
think fit to impoſe ? You may remember, if you pleaſe, that it is hut a few. 
Months ſince he declared at Londen, that the Effects and Perſons of the 


Engliſh in Muſcovy, ſhould pay for the Queens Conduct towards the King of. 


Denmark his Ally. We don't certainly know, whether he has made the 


{ame kind of Declaration in Holand. - Perhaps be thought this Warning luper-. 
fluous, as to you, ſeeing how effectually your own Fears, and the ſhort - liv d. 
Gain of private Men among you, ſerve his Purpoſes, and keep you. from re- 
flect ing upon the Danger of his Deſignn s. * 5 
nt | 5 . 755 a. 
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E You know what theſe Deſigns are, he makes. them maniſeſt in ahe Me- 
morial of his Miniſter at the Hague. fs. 
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Do but impartially examine the geguirre . 

Meaning of his Words, and you will form the Concluſiòn your ſelf. He 
ſays there, That bis Czariſh Majeſty, having nothing more at Heart, than to 
«extend, and put the Trade of his Country in a floriſhng Condition, hereby to pro- 

4 cure ſtill greater Advantages for the trading Subjects on both Sides; has thought”, 

« it conducive to theſe Ends, that. certain Merchandizes ſhould be tranſported to 
« Petersbourg; but, being informed, that the States,General ſeemed diſſatiify'd. 
& with this Alteration, his ſaid Majeſty, in conſideration thereof, is willing to de- 

66 4 from bis ſaid Purpoſes, the very important, c. | 

| ow you conſider this Readineſs, to put the Trade of 4xch- Angel upon its. 

* former Foot, as an Argument of his Affection and Eriendſhip'; and you are 
highly delighted with the Credit (as you call it,) of your Republick, whole. 
ſingle Repreſentation can produce lo quick and fo agreeable an Effect. You. 

Ay, it is impoſſible to uſe more Friendly Expreſſions, than what are contain- 
rx in this Memorial, and you extol to the Skies thoſe valuable Aſſurances in 
favour of Commerce. I am not about to reaſon With, thoſe that are ſwayed. 
alone by Self. Intereſt. We are commonly moſt deceived in thoſe things, 
which we deſire with the greateſt Eagerneſs; lay but aſide your Prejudice 
for a Moment; Set theſe Expreſſions to view in 1 Light, and you will. 
own, that they verifie what I have ſaid already. The Cxar's chief Aim (as he 
profeſſes himfelf-) is to make Trade Flouriſh i bis.Countr ; and rhe Eſtabliſh-- : 
ment of it ar Pecersbourg, is ſaid to.accompliſk this End. He [mpatiently long- 
ed to ſee the Fruits of all his Pains and Expences, to, gain this, Point. He 
does not go about to conceal. this Lotging, and hy indeed, ſhould he, from 
ſach Friends, as he finds thus eaſy to receive any impreſſion, and to miſtake, 
for real Aſſurances, the Compliments be is pleas d ro make. them, of pro- 
curing conſiderable Agvantoges for. the Subſects of both Nations? Have not 

- theſe laſt Word gilt the Pill finely? Your Country- men here look upon all. 
theſe fair Promiles as meer 1ifuſions, Can the Czar, (ſay they?” puſh the Trade 
of his Subjects as far as he defires, withaut undermining that of the Dutch 2+ 
They deſite you to enquire of. your own Merchants, whether, fince the Al- 

* terations made in thoſe Parts, their Trade thither is as advantageous, as for- 

merly ; or whether they can propoſe continuing it upon the preſent Foot, 

after the Czar has executed thoſe Projects, which he only deferrs, till a more. 

favourable Opportunity? May your Merchants at Reel, Næ va, and Riga, ſell. 
their Cargoes to whom they _ pleaſe ? By no means; for they are obliged to, 
deal with the Contpany e the Czar, at what Prices this Company 
ſhall think fit to allow them, after many previous Vexations. The great Trade 

of Hemp at Rigs, is already made a Monopoly; nay, your own Merchants 

have themſelves ſet forth in. their Petition deliver'd (When the Czar tranfe | 4... 
rted Trade from Arch-Angel to Petershourg phe juſt Reaſons they bad tog 

ar, leaſt in time the Czar might entirely alter the Courſe of Trade, and 

deprive the Duzch thereof, in favour of ſome other Nation. Belides, you lay 

| too great Streſs upon the ſuppoſed Credit of. your. Republick, it you fancy 

I the Czar deſiſted purely to pleaſe her. Letters from Petersbourg,. as well as 

Muſcow, gave at that time a very different Account of this Matter, by ſending. © 

Wed, that ghis.Prince ſuſpended bis Defign by che Advice. of his Cound, — 
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Ing; tothe Ruit oftheir]Maſters. It ſeems, a ſpecious and momentiry Profit 
makes you blind to what muſt A come to paſs, and prevails | 
you, even to break in upon the Laws of Friendſhip and Alliances. In fine, 
- your Towncontributes to the aggrandiſing of a Power, whoſe Weight will 
cruſh her to Pieces: You make a meer Game of Intereſt, Amity, Alliance, 
and Guaranty, and the Czar is the only Gainer. Tou expect great Acknow-, 
ledgments from him, but take heed you don't in the end reſemble Gameſters, - 


that depend intirely upon taking in good Cards. Nor are thoſe at all t 
-w puried, who, being greedy to. win. all, looſe every thing they plap 
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